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ROHNERT PARK – The Rohnert Park Department of Public Safety has recently responded to structure fires 
where the cause of the fire has been attributed to dirty or malfunctioning fireplaces.  Fireplaces or chimneys 
are a common cause of heating fires in homes.  Creosote is a sticky, oily substance that is created when wood 
does not burn completely.  Creosote rises in chimneys when wood is burned and it is deposited on chimney 
walls.  Accumulations of creosote can ignite and can cause a fire in the chimney, and in certain circumstances, 
the fire can extend into the structure itself, causing substantial damage to a home.   
 
We wish for those residents choosing to use their fireplaces to do so safely, and we are passing along fireplace 
safety tips provided by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA).  Chimneys should be inspected and 
cleaned annually prior to use by a qualified professional.  Additionally, the following tips can help keep your 
families and homes safe: 
 

 Keep anything that can burn at least 3 feet away from a fireplace, wood stove, or other heating 
equipment. 

 Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen or doors to prevent sparks from flying into the room. 

 Never leave a fireplace unattended, particularly when children are present. 

 Ashes should be cool before putting them in a metal container, and kept at a safe distance from 
your home. 

 
If you use your fireplace, we encourage you to have your fireplace and chimney inspected and cleaned by a 
professional to help prevent a fire.  Please consult your telephone or business directory to locate a professional 
in your area.  For additional information from the NFPA, please visit www.nfpa.org/Public -Education. 
 
#END 
 
 


